NEWSLETTER
Term 1 Week 2

Tuesday 6 February

A Message from the Principal
Welcome back to everyone in our school community. I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing Christmas
holiday break. A special welcome to all of the new students who started at OLMC over the past week and to
our new staff Miss Stefanie Moller (K Red), Miss Jennifer Rowan (1 Blue), Miss Sophia Surace (1 Red), Miss
Serena Cece (2 Blue), Miss Yasmin Petrovski (2 Red), Mr Matthew Gauci (5 Gold), Mrs Virginia O’Connor
(Mathematics Coach), Mrs Lisa Bolger (Office) and Mrs Kasia Lavorato (Family Educator), who we welcomed
into our school last week. We also welcome back Mrs Lorena Clement (Special Ed) and Mrs Rose Watson
(Special Ed) who have both been on leave.
How highly do you value the work of your child’s teacher? If your answer is high then you are helping
to give your child the best possible chance to learn. Many studies show a direct correlation between
the importance you place on school and the support you give to the performance of your child.
“After having considered some of the challenges of the present, I would now like to speak of the task which bears upon
us in every age and place, for ‘there can be no true evangilisation without the explicit proclamation of Jesus as Lord’ …
These words hold true for all of us” (Joy of the Gospel#110)
This quote from Pope Francis goes to the heart of why we exist as a Catholic School. As a Catholic Primary
School we always strive to give our students the best possible Catholic Education. This is different to what a
child would receive from another type of school. Our Catholic values permeate our thoughts and our decisions.
They give us guidance and support. While every year has its own rhythm and focus, our call to be ‘Merciful like
the Father’ encourages us to forgive and to love all within our community.
2018 has seen a further rise in enrolments here at OLMC. We have started this year with 774 students who
are left in our care each day. This continued rise in enrolments is a reflection on the desire of parents to have
their children attend a school that not only achieves excellent academic results, but a school that has the
traditions of the Catholic faith, is safe and supportive and provides a positive atmosphere for the students. At
OLMC we are doing all of this and so much more.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
The week starting on Monday 5 March through to Friday 9 March is CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK. This is the
time when all Catholic Schools throughout NSW celebrate being Catholic and in some way showcase the good
things that happen in the schools. It also signals that it is time to start the enrolment process for Kindergarten
2019. Over the next week a staff committee will be finalising the details of the week but following is an outline
so you can start making plans for your involvement.
Monday 5 March - Morning Assembly and Prayer on the playground focused on Catholic Schools.
Wednesday 7 March - Catholic Schools Week Open Day, including a whole school celebration and open
classrooms.
Friday 9 March - Guided Tour of the School for new and prospective 2019 Kindergarten enrolments.
I look forward to seeing you at one or more of these events.
ANNUAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2018
“When the waters are rising all of the boats go up.”
Each year all Catholic Schools develop a plan of improvement, focusing on areas which require strengthening.
This year we have four strategic priorities, some of which we carried over from 2017:
1. Nurture and deepen students’ knowledge and understanding of the Catholic Tradition.
2. Strengthen a culture of improvement through a systematic, reflective and evidence approach to learning
and teaching.
3. Increase the capacity of teachers and learning support staff to respond to the holistic needs of all
students.
4. Actively grow enrolments.
We also have a number of other areas in which we will continue to work, including student behaviour and
expectations, and parental involvement in the school and your children’s learning. I will be giving further
information about each of these priorities throughout the first term.
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A Message from the Principal
GRADE MENTORS
Each grade has a member of the Leadership Team who has been appointed as their mentor. It is
the mentors role to support the teachers in all areas including student learning, student behaviour
and parent meetings. Of course the first person to contact if you have any concerns is your child’s
classroom teacher. The mentors for 2018 are as follows:
Kindergarten - Mrs Tette
Year 1 - Mr Loy
Year 2 - Mrs Pittavino
Year 3 - Mrs O’Connor
Year 4 - Mrs Belardo
Year 5 - Miss Mikalauskas
Year 6 - Ms Gioria
PARENT TEACHER MEETING - DATE CLAIMER
This year we will be holding the Parent Information evenings over two nights. Kindergarten parents
will have their meeting at 6.30pm on Monday 12 February, which will be held in the school hall.
During this meeting the Kindergarten teachers will explain the routines of the school and the
classes, what is taught during the year and some other important issues such as homework and
our behaviour policies. At the conclusion of the meeting I will hold Volunteers Training for any
parent who wishes to volunteer at any stage throughout 2018.
The second meeting will be at 6.30pm on Monday 19 February and will be for the parents from
Years 1 to Years 6. This meeting will begin in the school hall where I will address the parents and
together with Ms Gioria, we will be giving you important information for the 2018 school year. This
will include a session on working as a volunteer in our school. After around 40 minutes we will then
ask the parents to move to their children’s classrooms where you can meet your child’s teacher and
you will be given the “Grade Newsletter” which explains what they will be learning throughout the
first term.
We would hope that at least one parent from each family can attend the grade meeting for your
child so you can hear the important information that will be shared.
These meetings will double as the volunteer training for any parent who wishes to volunteer
at OLMC at any stage this year.
OPENING SCHOOL MASS
Please join us in prayer next week at our Opening School Mass for 2018 on Wednesday (Ash
Wednesday) 14 February at 9.15am in our Parish church. This mass also marks the beginning of
Lent, a time when we prepare for the death and Resurrection of Jesus at Easter. The whole school
will be attending this mass.
REFLECTION
Every day teachers touch the lives of others in the most profound ways. We plant and nurture
understandings and values that will endure for a lifetime. We create lasting memories. We truly
walk on holy ground.
Our challenge is to bring our students fully alive; to develop curiosity and a sense of wonder; to
cultivate abilities and interests; to give a sense of meaning, purpose and significance to all those in
our care.
No wonder teaching is often described as a vocation - a calling to become part of something that is
very significant … to do something that really matters.
It is relevant to recall that the most common form of address given to Jesus in the Gospels was that
of ‘teacher’. His life work was the great act of teaching. In our own small way, we each share in
this.
“The apostles gathered around Jesus and told him all they had done and taught.” Mark 6:30
God bless,
Mr Warren Loy
PRINCIPAL
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Message from the Assistant Principal
Welcome everyone to the 2018 school year. I hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing
holiday break with your children. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome into the OLMC
School Community, our Kindergarten students, new students in Years 1–6, all families new to
our school and our new members of staff.
INDUCTION OF CLASS CAPTAINS
Our first Assembly for 2018 will take place on Friday 9 February. The Assembly will be held in
the School Hall from 2.30pm. Students in Kindergarten–Year 6 will be attending the Assembly.
At this Assembly, our K-6 Class Captains for Term 1 will be inducted.
INDUCTION AND COMMISSIONING OF SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS
At our 2017 End of Year Mass, our School Captains, Vice Captains and members of the
Student Representative Council (SRC) were presented with their badges. At the Assembly on
Friday 16 February, our Sports Captains, RE Monitors, Art Monitors and Library Monitors for
2018 will be presented with their leadership badges. All members of the Senior Student
Leadership Team will be commissioned at this Assembly. The Assembly will commence at
2.30pm in the school hall.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
Our school has an attractive uniform and each child is expected to wear the correct School and
Sports Uniform. We would appreciate your support and cooperation in this matter. We do not
want the latest fashion trends, accessories and/or hairstyles to creep in and detract from the
appearance of our uniform.
Summer Uniform:
BOYS (K-6)
School blue short sleeve shirt with crest
Navy shorts – ‘Blockers’
Navy ankle socks
Black leather school shoes
Navy unisex school bucket hat
GIRLS (K-6)

Sports Uniform
BOYS & (K – 6)
GIRLS

Light blue and white striped uniform
White ankle socks
Black leather school shoes
Navy unisex school bucket hat
Headbands, scrunchies and ribbons must be sky blue, navy blue or white
School navy blue sport shorts
Navy, sky blue & white school polo shirt with crest
Plain navy sloppy joe
Plain navy tracksuit pants
White sport socks
White sandshoes/joggers with white shoe laces
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Message from the Assistant Principal Continued
GENERAL UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS
Hair: Hair is to be neat and tidy with a style that will allow the school hat to sit firmly on the
head. Hair below the shoulders must be tied back. Ribbons, headbands, scrunchies or clips
must be sky blue, navy blue or white. Rats tails, mohawks, mullets, undercuts, steps, lines,
tracks, shaved heads and the like are not permitted. Hair is to be a natural colour without
obvious streaks, tints or highlights. Excessive gel or hair mousse is not permitted.
Jewellery: Only jewellery such as a watch, signet ring or crucifix may be worn. To avoid
unnecessary hurt or disappointment through the loss of these items, it is in your best interest
to secure expensive items at home and allow them to be worn for special occasions on the
weekend. Earrings are to be worn in both ears and only one stud or sleeper per ear.
Hats: With the increasing incidence of skin cancer, all children must wear a school hat at all
times when out on the playground and on excursions. If a child does not have a hat, he/she
will not be allowed to play outdoors or participate in outdoor sport lessons. The School has
a No Hat - No Play Policy.
Shoes: Students are required to wear black leather school shoes with their School Uniform.
Students should be encouraged to clean their school shoes regularly. Students are not
permitted to wear their joggers with their School Uniform. Joggers worn on Sport Days must
be primarily white in colour with white shoe laces. Bright, multi-coloured joggers do not form
part of the Sports Uniform and must not be worn to school. White school sport socks, not low
ankle socks, are to be worn with sport shoes.
SPORT DAYS
During Term 1, all students will be participating in a Gymnastics lesson each fortnight with a
trained teacher from Dance Fever and a sports lesson with their class teacher in the alternate
week. Students will be required to wear their sports uniform on the following days each week:
Kindergarten Thursday Only
Year 1
Wednesday and Friday
Year 2
Tuesday and Friday
Year 3
Wednesday Only

Year 4 Tuesday and Friday
Year 5 Monday (SLAM Day only) and Friday
Year 6 Monday (SLAM Day only) and Friday

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & MEETINGS:
 Reading Recovery Assessment Training – Mrs Posa
 Family Educator Induction - Mrs Lavorato
 Clinical Interview Training for Kinder - Year 2 - Mrs O’Connor
 Liturgy Planning Day - Mrs Belardo, Miss Sechi and Mrs Lavorato
 Cluster Swimming Trials - Mr Gauci
 Continuous Clinical Interview Training for Years 3-6 - Mrs O’Connor
 Reading Coach Meeting - Mrs Pittavino and Mrs Tette
 ONCE Training - Mr Loy, Mrs Tette and Mrs Cornale
 Family Educators’ Regional Meeting - Mrs Lavorato
 Primary Principals’ Meeting – Mr Loy
Have a great week!
Ms Gioria
Assistant Principal
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A Message from the Assistant Principal
“Repent and believe in the Gospel”
Dear Family and Friends of OLMC,
Welcome to the beginning of another school year.
We only have two weeks left of Ordinary time as next Wednesday 14
February the Church marks the next liturgical season of the year… LENT. On
this day, we are marked with
ashes and are called to
appreciate the death and resurrection of Christ. We
do this through the three obligations of Lent: Prayer,
Fasting and Almsgiving. As a school, we endeavour
to support our Project Compassion appeal in order to
fulfil our almsgiving obligation. This will be led by the
2018 RE Helpers who will be announced this week.
As a family I encourage you to view this short clip in order to understand the symbols and
sacredness of this liturgical season : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xo1mjuy1NA0
SHROVE TUESDAY: ALSO KNOW AS PANCAKE DAY
On Tuesday 13 February we will celebrate Shrove Tuesday with a pancake breakfast. Shrove
Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday which is the first day of Lent. It is a day of
penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent
begins. There is more to Shrove Tuesday than feasting on pancakes. The pancakes themselves
are part of an ancient custom with deeply religious roots. This breakfast has brought our
community together for so many years.
If you are able to help or provide pancake mix, please contact the school via email or send
any pancake mix to school with your children by Monday 12 February.
WHOLE SCHOOL ASH WEDNESDAY CELEBRATION
Year 5 will be leading our Whole School Mass on Ash Wednesday where all students Kindergarten
– Year 6 will receive their ashes.
Parents please join us for our celebrations in the church at 9.15am.
SACRAMENT UPDATE
A reminder that our parish and school sacramental program will begin next Tuesday evening with a
compulsory registration and information evening in our parish hall for Reconciliation.
RECONCILIATION

TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY AT 6.30PM SHARP

Year 2 and Above

$20 cash fee payable on the night.

God Bless,
Mrs Belardo
Religious Education Coordinator

Maths Games Thursday!

OLMC students and parents are invited to play Maths Games before school on
Thursdays. You are welcome to come to the library where infants and primary maths
games will be set up from 8.20am onwards. There will be different games each week
and an opportunity to take some home. Parents are welcome to play the maths games
with their own children.
We are hoping to see lots of keen mathematicians each Thursday.
Mrs O’Connor
Numeracy Coordinator

Dates to Remember
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Monday 12 February
6.30pm Kindergarten Parent Teacher Meeting
& Parent Volunteer Workshop for Kindergarten Parents
Tuesday 13 February
7.30am Pancake Breakfast
Tuesday 13 February
6.30pm Reconciliation Registration and Information Evening
Wednesday 14 February
9.15am Whole School Mass
Friday 16 February
1.30pm Parent Book Club
Monday 19 February
6.30pm Years 1-6 Parent Teacher Meeting
& Parent Volunteer Workshop for Years 1-6 Parents
Saturday 24 February
5pm Reconciliation Commitment Mass
Sunday 25 February
10.30am Reconciliation Commitment Mass

OLMC Reading News
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Early Bird Reading
Early Bird Reading will commence this week in the library from 8.20am. It will be
held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. Please come along with
your child/ children to start the day reading a book. There are certificates and
prizes awarded for the number of times attended. We look forward to seeing you
there.
Summer Holiday Reading Challenge
All Reading Challenges are due back at school by Monday 12 February. Prizes will
be awarded at the Week 4 Assembly. Major prize is a chromebook computer and
there will be book prizes for each grade.
OLMC Parent Book Club
The OLMC Parent Book Club is meeting this term to discuss the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio. We
will meet on the following dates in the hall between 1.30pm - 2.30 pm:
Session 1: Friday 16 February
Session 2: Friday 2 March
Session 3: Friday 16 March
All parents are welcome to join us. Please bring along a copy of the book, which you need to read
before the session and a plate to share.
Parent Book Exchange
We have established a Parent/Teacher Book Exchange in the library. Parents are
very welcome to come along and select a book to take home and
read. If you would like to donate books you have read for others to
read that would be greatly appreciated too.
Looking forward to a wonderful year in Reading.
Remember Good Readers Read!
Mrs Vita Pittavino—Reading Coach
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SCHOOL FEES REMINDER
Fee statements will be sent out to parents and carers by the end of this week. If you
have not received your statement please contact the school office.
If you are having difficulty meeting school fee commitments please contact the school
office on 9610 2371.
Our preferred method of sending out correspondence including fee statements is via email.
Please contact the school office should you need to update your email address.

A Message from the School Office
PRIVACY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Student data may be provided to government agencies several times throughout the
year and particularly leading up to census. Please refer to the SCS Privacy Policy –
Standard Collection Notice below.
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